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12th A.I.S.F. PRE-MEETING COURSE   

“Liver Diseases, Life Style and Behaviour ”  
Aula Magna, Università degli Studi di Roma “Sapienza” - P.le A. Moro, 5 

Course Directors: R. Bruno, Pavia and G. Missale, Parma  

43rd Annual Meeting of the  
Italian Association for the Study of the Liver - A.I.S.F. 

Aula Magna, Università degli Studi di Roma “Sapienza” - P.le A. Moro, 5 

3rd A.I.S.F. POST-MEETING COURSE  
“Reading Radiological Images in Liver Diseases” 

Auditorium, Centro Congressi Frentani - Via dei Frentani, 4 
Course Directors: F. Piscaglia, Bologna and P. Toniutto, Udine 

P R E L I M I N A R Y  SC I E N T I F I C  P ROGRAMM E    

Wednesday, February 24th 

09.30-10.45 Registration and Entry questionnaire   

10.45-11.00  Course Presentation  
 R. Bruno & G. Missale 

Session I 
Liver: Obesity and NAFLD-NASH 
Chairpersons:  P. Loria, Modena 

M. Persico, Naples 

11.00-11.20 Obesity, morbidity and mortality   
                    A. Casini, Florence  

11.20-11.40 New insights in NAFLD-NASH and 
Related Metabolic Diseases 

                     E. Bugianesi, Turin 

11.40-12.00  Therapy in NAFLD-NASH and Related 
Metabolic Disease 

                     G. Marchesini Reggiani, Bologna 

12.00-12.20  Metabolic effect of Bariatric Surgery 
                     S. Camastra, Pisa 

12.20-13.00  Discussion 

13.00-14.00  Lunch  
Session II 

Alcohol and Liver Disease: 
Recent Insights and New Directions 
Chairpersons: A. Benedetti, Ancona 

C. Loguercio, Naples 

14.00-14.20 Alcohol Intake in 2009:  
 Epidemiologic Trends 
              E. Scafato, Rome  

14.20-14.40  Acute Alcoholic Hepatitis (AAH) 
                     F. Caputo, Cento                

14.40-15.10  Pharmacological Management of 
Alcoholism   

 G. Addolorato, Rome 

15.10-15.30  Discussion 

Session III 
Drug Addiction and Liver Injury 
Chairpersons:  F. Piccinino, Naples 

M. Puoti, Brescia 

15.30 -15.50 2009 Annual report: the state of the drug 
addiction problem in Europe 

 G. Serpelloni, Rome 

15.50-16.10  Substance Abuse and Liver Injury 
  M. Cibin, Venice 

16.10-16.30  Discussion 

16.30-16.50  Break  
Session IV 

Liver Diseases and Life Style 
Chairpersons: S. Bellentani, Modena  

M. Salvagnini, Vicenza 

16.50-17.10  Travel-Related Causes of Liver Diseases 
                  E. Brunetti, Pavia  

17.10-17.30 Liver diseases :Toxicity of Herbal 
Medicine 

 F. Menniti Ippolito, Rome 

17.30-17.50 Coffee and Liver diseases  
                      C. Lavecchia, Milan  

17.50-18.10  What should a patient with liver disease 
eat?  

                      M. Merli, Rome 

18.10-18.30 Discussion 

18.30-19.00 General Assembly I  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

43rd Annual Meeting of the 
Italian Association for the Study of the Liver - A.I.S.F.  
Aula Magna, Università degli Studi di Roma “Sapienza” - P.le A. Moro, 5 

Rome, February 25th-26th, 2010 
 

Thursday, February 25th  
 
08.30-10.00 Oral Communications 
 Chairpersons:  C. Balsano, L’Aquila  
  M. Guido, Padua 

 Time course of hepcidin response to 
oral iron test clarifies the role of HFE 
and TFR2 in iron sensing  
P. Trombini, F. Busti, N. Campostrini,               
M. Sandri, S. Pelucchi, E. Nemeth,            
T. Ganz, C. Camaschella, D. Girelli,               
A. Piperno - Monza, Verona, Los 
Angeles (USA), Milan  
 

 Beta-globin mutations are associated 
with parenchymal siderosis and 
fibrosis severity in patients with 
nonalcoholic fatty liver disease 

 E. Canavesi, E. Galmozzi,                             
P. Dongiovanni, R. Rametta,                            
P. Maggioni, A.L. Fracanzani,                    
S. Fargion, L.Valenti – Milan 

 
 Improved in vitro HBV replication in 

HUH7 cell line transfected with full 
length circular closed HBV-DNA by 
modification of the Gunther’s method 
D. Cavallone,  P. Colombatto,               
F. Moriconi, A. Stabile, A.M. Maina,              
F. Bonino, M.R. Brunetto-Pisa, Milan 
 

 Successful  isolation, culturing and 
differentiation of hepatic progenitor 
cells (HPC) from human foetal livers 
D. Alvaro, R. Semeraro, A. Torrice,               
C. Napoli, R. Gentile, U. Di Tondo,                
M. Nuti, G. Napoletano, R. Brunelli, 
M.M. Anceschi, A. Franchitto, P. Onori, 

G. Carpino, E. Gaudio - Rome, L'Aquila 
 
 Better sustained control of chronic 

genotype 1 HCV infections with PEG-
IFN ALFA-2A than with PEG-IFN 
ALFA-2B treatment: results of daily 
clinical practice  

 A. Orlandini, V. Borghi, L. Sacchelli,            
A. Valli, R. Bertoni, G. Verucchi,                   
B. Piergentili, L. Testa, P. Andreone,               
M. Massari, S.D. Carradori,                        
F. Ghinelli, D. Sacchini, G. Abbati,                 
A. Pietrangelo, C. Vandelli, C. Ferrari -   
Parma, Modena, Bologna, Reggio 
Emilia, Ferrara, Piacenza 

 
 

 
 
 Epidemiological changes of bacterial 

infections in cirrhotic patients: a 
current clinical problem 
M. Cazzaniga, C. Pedicino, F. Salerno, 
M. Arghittu, R. Simonetti, A. Borroughs,  
I. Cacciola, A. Rossini, A. Aghemo,           
P. Angeli, S. Boccia, M. Borzio -  Milan, 
Melegnano, Palermo, London (UK), 
Messina, Brescia, Padua, Ferrara 

10.00-10.30  State-of-the-art Lecture 
 Introduced by: D. Prati, Lecco 
 Angiogenetic pathways in tumour 

development 
 F. Bertolini, Milan 

10.30-11.00 Break and Posters view 
 Tutors: S. De Minicis, Ancona  
  L. Miele, Rome  

11.00-12.00 General Assembly II 

12.00-13.30 Oral Communications 
Chairpersons:  P. Almasio, Palermo  

  P. Andreone, Bologna  

 Reduced FGF-21 expression in liver of 
 patients with nonalcoholic fatty liver 
 disease 

G. Soardo, D. Donnini, F. Favaretto,                
A. Boscaro, R. Vettor, D. Cappello,              
L. Domenis, C. Pagano, LA. Sechi - Udine, 
Padua 
 

 Predicting mortality risk in cirrhotic 
patients since the first 
decompensation based on a new 
prognostic score: the AISF-EPASCO 
prospective multicentre study   

 S. Bruno, S. Saibeni, C. Vandelli,                
M. De Luca, M. Felder, A. Amato,                 
M. Vinci, G. Colloredo, M. Cazzaniga, 
S. Boccia, G. Bellati, M. Persico,            
T. Stroffolini, P.L. Almasio - Milan, 
Modena, Naples, Bolzano, Bergamo, 
Ferrara, Como, Rome, Palermo 

 
 Host genetic determinants in HCV-

related mixed cryoglobulinemia  
L. Gragnani, A. Piluso, P. Caini,                    
E. Fognani, C. Giannini, M. Monti,                 
A. Petrarca, J. Ranieri, G. Laffi,                     
A.L. Zignego - Florence 
 

  



 

 Spleen stiffness correlates with portal 
hypertension and increases the 
accuracy of detection of esophageal 
varices in HCV cirrhosis    
V. Calvaruso, V. Di Marco, F. Bronte,   
G. Licata, F. Simone, G. Butera,                  
G. Pecoraro, D. Cabibi, N. Alessi,                  
C. Cammà,  A. Craxì - Palermo 
  

 Virtual touch assessment of liver 
cirrhosis in chronic liver disease 
during conventional ultrasound 
scanning  

 F. Piscaglia, V. Salvatore,                         
R. Di Donato, M. D’Onofrio,                          
S.  Gualandi, A. Borghi, A. Gallotti,                
F. Conti, G. Fattovich, E. Peri, E. Sagrini, 
A. Cucchetti, P. Andreone, L. Bolondi   
Bologna, Verona  
 

 A reduced regulatory activity and 
predominance of the gamma-delta 
Vdelta1 subset characterise patients 
with HCV-related type 2 
cryoglobulinemia  

 S. Ferri, R. Menichella, C. Lalanne,               
C. Quarneti, M. Bassi, P. Muratori, F.B. 
Bianchi, L. Muratori, M. Lenzi - Bologna 

 
13.30-14.45 Lunch and Posters view 
 Tutors: P. Caraceni, Bologna 
  C. Rigamonti, Milan  

14.45-15.15 Young Investigator Lecture 
 Primary Biliary Cirrhosis  
 P. Invernizzi, Milan  
 Chairperson:G. Svegliati Baroni, Ancona  

15.15-15.45  2008 A.I.S.F. Fellowships Report 
 Introduced by: R. Bruno, Pavia 

Role of epithelial-mesenchymal 
transition in portal fibrosis development 
in fibropolycystic liver diseases 
(Congenital Hepatic Fibrosis and Caroli 
Disease) 
S. Okolicsanyi, Padua 

HBV-specific T-cell memory restoration 
induced by antiviral therapy: possible 
implications for treatment optimization 
A. Zerbini, Parma 

 
15.45-16.15 State-of-the-Art Lecture  
 Introduced by: M. Colombo, Milan 
 Hemostasis, Thrombosis  and Liver 

Disease: several paradigms are 
challenged 

 P.M. Mannucci, Milan 

16.15-16.45 Break and poster view  
 Tutors: S. De Minicis, Ancona  
 L. Miele, Rome 
 

16.45-17.00  Report of A.I.S.F. Single Topic “Liver 
Match” 
 M. Angelico, Rome  
Chairpersons: N. Caporaso, Naples  
 A. Craxì, Palermo 

17.00-18.30 Oral Communications  
 Chairpersons:  F. Bonino, Milan  
  G. Raimondo, Messina 
 
 Acute hepatitis C in haemodialysis 

patients: natural course and response 

to IFNαααα-monotherapy  
 M. Fasano, A. Guastadisegni, A. Volpe, 

G. Pastore, T. Santantonio - Bari, 
Foggia 

 

 Estrogen receptor β selective agonists 
exert anti-cancer activity on 
experimental intra-hepatic 
cholangiocarcinoma: an in vitro and 
in vivo study 
M. Marzioni,  S. Saccomanno,                     
A. Torrice, C. Rychlicki, L. Agostinelli,               
P. Rhönnstad, L. Trozzi, T. Apelqvist,            
C. Candelaresi, G. Fava, A. Benedetti, 
E. Gaudio, E. Kallin, D. Alvaro,                     
S. Nilsson - Ancona, Rome, Huddinge 
(Sweden) 

 
 Telaprevir (TVR) q8h or q12h 

combined with either Peginterferon 
(PEG-IFN, P) alfa-2a or alfa-2b and 
Ribavirin (RBV, R) in treatment-naïve 
genotype 1 hepatitis C: Final results 
of the randomized, open-label, 
multicenter Phase 2 study C208  

 M. Colombo, M. Rumi, G. Carosi,                
M. Puoti, P. Marcellin, X. Forns,                       
T.  Göser, P. Ferenci, F. Nevens,                    
J. Drenth, L. Serfaty, M. Beumont-
Mauviel, G. Picchio - Milan, Brescia, 
Clichy (France), Barcelona (Spain), Köln 
(Germany),  Wien (Austria), Leuven 
(Belgium), Nijmegen (The Netherlands), 
Paris (France), Mechelen (Belgium), 
Yardley (PA, USA)   

 
  Prevalence and risk factor of HBV 

infection among 4959 immigrants 
from non EU countries in Italy  

 M.C. Pezzoli, I. El Hamad, C. Scarcella, 
F. Vassallo, F. Speziani, C. Scolari,                 
F.  Roda, E. Grassi,  M. Puoti - Brescia 

 
  preS-S genetic variants are highly 

prevalent and significantly correlate 
with lower levels of HBsAg in active 
HBV infections 

 T. Pollicino, G. Amaddeo, A. Restuccia, 
G. Raffa, A. Alibrandi, S. Maimone,            
G. Squadrito, G. Raimondo - Messina 

 



 

  Drug transporter gene polymorphism 
predicts renal tubular toxicity in 
patients with chronic hepatitis B on 
long-term adefovir and lamivudine 
combination  

 M. Viganò, F. Facchetti, P. Dongiovanni, 
L. Valenti, R. Soffredini, S. Fargion,              
M. Colombo, P. Lampertico - Milan  
 
 
 

Friday, February 26th  

 
08.30-10.00 Oral Communications 

Chairpersons: P. Angeli, Padua  
 M. Rizzetto, Turin 

   HBsAg serum levels negatively affect 
HBV specific immune response  

 E. Loggi, F. Bihl, L. Micco, C. Cursaro,             
A. Gramenzi, F. Cannoletta,                           
C. Granieri, M. Bernardi, P. Andreone - 
Bologna, Geneva (Switzerland)  

 
  Three years of  tenofovir disoproxil 

fumarate (TDF) treatment in HBeAg-
negative and positive patients with 
chronic hepatitis B (study 102 and 
study 103)   
M. Rizzetto, P. Marcellin, E.J. Heathcote, 
J. Sorbel, E. Mondou, J. Anderson,                 
F. Rousseau - Turin, Clichy (France), 
Toronto (Ontario, Canada), Uludag  
Bursa (Turkey), Durham (NC, USA)          
 

   Heterogeneity of stem-like cells in 
hepatocellular carcinoma 

 S. Mazzucchelli, F. Baldan, F. Colombo, 
I. Martin-Padura, P. Marighetti,                   
A. Cattaneo, G. Rossi, V. Mazzaferro, 
B. Foglieni, M. Spreafico, F. Bertolini,  
D. Prati, L. Porretti - Milan, Lecco  

 
  Biomolecular expression of target 

receptors of calcimimetic agents in 
experimental liver cirrhosis: a new 
strategy to reduce portal pressure  

 G. Sansoè, M. Aragno, C.E. Tomasinelli,  
L. Valfrè di Bonzo, M. Parola,                     
A. Smedile, M. Rizzetto - Turin 

  
  Recipient MTHFR C677T 

polymorphism predicts pre-transplant 
cirrhosis progression and survival 
after liver transplantation  

 S. Ginanni Corradini, M.A. Burza,                
F. Ferri, A. Molinaro, A. Cantafora,                  
I. Blotta, M. Mordenti, M.G. Mazzucconi,   
G. Ferretti, V. Giannelli, M. Merli,                  
A.F. Attili, P.B. Berloco, M. Rossi - Rome 

 
 

   Early use of mychophenolate mofetil 
is a major determinant of one year 
graft survival after liver 
transplantation: results from the Liver 
Match prospective cohort study  

 M. Angelico, T. Marianelli, A. Ricci,               
U. Cillo, S. Fagiuoli, A. Gasbarrini,                
M. Strazzabosco, and A. Nardi, on 
behalf of Liver Match investigators. 
Hepatology & Transplantation Units of 
Italian Liver Transplant Programs 

 
10.00-10.30 Break and Poster view 
 Tutors: P. Caraceni, Bologna 
  C. Rigamonti, Milan      

10.30-10.45  Presentation of the A.I.S.F. prize for 
 the best Italian paper in 2008 

Chairperson:  C. Ferrari, Parma  
 
10.45-11.15 General Assembly III: 

Final Report of A.I.S.F. Scientific 
Commissions and Study Groups 

 Chairpersons: A.I.S.F. Coordinating 
 Committee  

11.15-12.05 State-of-the-Art Lecture  
 Introduced by: L. Bolondi, Bologna 
 How to improve the Italian University 

system 
 M. Regini, Milan 

12.05-13.05 Oral Communications 
 Chairpersons:  U. Cillo, Padua  
  P. Lampertico, Milan 

  Withdrawal of prophylaxis against 
HBV in transplanted patients with 
undetectable intrahepatic total and 
ccc-DNA: clinical outcome after 
twenty months of follow-up   

 I. Lenci, G. Tisone, D. Di Paolo,                      
F. Marcuccilli, L. Tariciotti, M. Ciotti,               
V. Svicher, C.F. Perno, M. Angelico  
Rome 

 
   Platelet count/spleen diameter ratio 

compared to HVPG and transient 
elastography to predict severe portal 
hypertension in patients with liver 
cirrhosis  

 W. De Bernardi Venon, D. Bitetto,                 
C. Fabris, P. Toniutto, M. Rizzetto,                   
A. Marzano - Turin, Udine  

 
  Liver cancer stem cells might be 

identified by their low content of 
reactive oxygen species: implications 
for hepatic tumor treatment   

 A.C. Piscaglia, V. Tesori, L. Castellini,  
M. Barba, M. Campanale, E. Rinninella, 
V. Cesario, L. Di Maurizio,                            
F. Purchiaroni,  A. Tortora, T. Galeotti, 
G. Pani, A. Gasbarrini - Rome   



 

  Allograft expression of innate 
immunity genes influences liver 
fibrosis progression and acute cellular 
rejection in liver transplanted patients 

 E. Fumolo, S. Boninsegna, P. Brun,                  
S. Bignulin, D. Bitetto, E. Fornasiere,              
A. Cussigh, E. Fontanini, S. Cmet,                  
E. Falleti, C. Fabris, M. Pirisi, P. Toniutto  
Udine, Padua, Novara 

 
13.05-14.05 Lunch and Poster view 
 Tutors: S. De Minicis, Ancona  
  L. Miele, Rome 

14.05-15.00  General Assembly IV 

15.00-15.15 Presentation of the A.I.S.F. 
 distinguished service award to                    
 Prof. Antonio Ascione                   
 Introduced by: D. Prati, Lecco  

15.15-17.00 Oral Communications 
 Chairpersons: F. Negro, Geneva                        
 E. Villa, Modena  

   From NAFLD to HCC: the role of 
fibrosis as a cofactor in a new mouse 
model   

 S. De Minicis, C. Rychlicki, L. Trozzi,             
L. Agostinelli, C. Candelaresi,                     
M. Marzioni, A. Benedetti, G. Svegliati-
Baroni - Ancona 

 
  HIV infection and survival  in patients 

with HCC and liver cirrhosis   
  P. Ventura, E. Garlassi, B. Cacopardo, 

P. Di Gangi, M.C. Ferrari,                       
G. Venturelli,  U. Tirelli, G. Guaraldi,  
A. Pietrangelo, M. Beretta - Modena, 
Nesima, Aviano  

 
  Clinical efficacy of transjugular 

intrahepatic portosystemic shunt 
created with covered stents with 
different diameters: results of a 
randomized controlled trial  
O. Riggio, L. Ridola, S. Angeloni,                   
F. Cerini, F. Fanelli, M. Merli,                      
F.M. Salvatori - Rome   

   Cancer-Associated Fibroblast (CAF) 
Recruitment is Mediated by Paracrine 
Platelet-Derived Growth Factor 
(PDGF) Signalling in 
Cholangiocarcinoma 

 M. Cadamuro,  L. Fabris, L. Moserle,            
G. Nardo, L. Dall’Olmo, M. Colledan,          
I. Franceschet, S. Indraccolo,                        
L. Okolicsanyi, M. Strazzabosco        
Padua, Bergamo, New Haven (CT, 
USA), Milan  

 

 

   Cholangiocarcinoma in Italy: a 
national survey  on demographic and 
clinical characteristics, diagnostic 
modalities and treatment.   

 AISF “Cholangiocarcinoma” Committee: 
D. Alvaro (Coordinator), A. Benedetti, 
M.C. Bragazzi, R. Capocaccia,                       
E. Crocetti, L. Fabris, G. Fava,                         
S. Ferretti,  A. Floreani, G. Grazi,                   
P. Invernizzi, A. Laghi, M.G. Mancino, 
M. Marzioni, M. Mutignani,                          
P. Paolantonio, A. Sonzogni,                         
M. Strazzabosco, T. Stroffolini 

  MicroRNA-221 targets Puma and 
sensitizes human hepatocellular 
carcinoma cells to doxorubicin 
treatment  

 F. Fornari, L. Gramantieri, M. Milazzo, 
Daniela Pollutri, G.L. Grazi, M. Negrini, 
L. Bolondi - Bologna, Ferrara  

  The natural history of hepatic 
macroregenerative nodules 
developing in cirrhotic patients during 
surveillance with ultrasound (US)  

 A. Sangiovanni, C. Della Corte,               
M.A. Manini, M. Iavarone, S. Vavassori, 
R. Romeo, M. Fraquelli, A. Aghemo,            
M. Colombo - Milan 

17.00-17.15 Young Investigators Awards 
 Presenters for the 2 best oral 
 communications 
 Basic: M. Levrero, Rome  
 Clinical:  V. Di Marco, Palermo 

 Presenters for the 2 best posters 
 Basic: S. De Minicis, Ancona  
  L. Miele, Rome  

Clinical: P. Caraceni, Bologna  
  C. Rigamonti, Milan  

 
    
 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

POSTER SESSION 
Thursday, February 25th 

 

N. 1  Lack of CFTR affects the innate immunity of the 
biliary epithelium and determines a TLR4/NF-

κκκκB-mediated inflammatory response 
 R. Fiorotto, R. Scirpo, C. Spirlì, M. Trauner,                  

M. Strazzabosco - New Haven (USA), Bergamo, 
Graz (Austria), Milan, Monza 

 
N. 2  Pharmacological induction of prostate 

apoptosis response 4 (PAR-4) promotes 
apoptosis of cholangiocarcinoma cells 

 A. Torrice, R. Semeraro, C. Napoli, M. Gatto,              
G. Nuzzo, F. Giuliante, G. Alpini, G. Carpino,             
A. Franchitto, P.B. Berloco, P. Onori, E. Gaudio, 
D. Alvaro - Rome, Temple (TX, USA) 

 
N. 3  A genome-wide DNA methylation study in 

monozygotic twins discordant for primary 
biliary cirrhosis 

 A. Lle, M.R. Martin, L. Zammataro, M.J. Mayo,               
N. Bach, S. Shimoda, S. Gordon, M. Folci,                    
P. Invernizzi, M. Podda, M.E. Gershwin,                    
J.M. Lasalle, C. Selmi – Milan, Rozzano,  Davis 
(UT, USA), Dallas (USA), New York (NY, USA),  
Fukuoka (Japan), Detroit (USA) 

 
N. 4 UDCA up-regulates human placental OATP-A 

expression in intrahepatic cholestasis of 
pregnancy 

 F. Azzaroli, A. Mennone, M.E. Raspanti,                    
M.L. Longo, M. Montagnani, L. Turco,                          
F. Buonfiglioli, M. Giandinoto, F. Lodato,                    
A. Lisotti, P. Cecinato, E. Roda, J.L. Boyer,                        
G. Mazzella - Bologna, Yale (USA) 

 
N. 5  Progressive Familial Intrahepatic Cholestasis: 

detection of new mutations and unusual 
modality of transmission 

 P. Francalanci, I. Giovannoni, F.M. Santorelli,              
R. Mariani, F. Gennari, G. Torre, M. Di Rocco,     
C. Castana, L. Zancan, F. Callea – Rome, Genoa,  
Palermo, Padua 

 
N. 6  Intrahepatic renin-angiotensin system and liver 

cirrhosis: an updated reappraisal. 
 G. Sansoè, M. Aragno, G. Tomasinelli,                        

R. Mastrocola, M. Parola - Turin 
 
N. 7  Multiple cycles of G-CSF administration to 

mobilize bone marrow-derived cells (BMC) in 
patients with end stage liver cirrhosis. 

 S. Gaia, A. Olivero, E. Rolle, M.L. Abate,                   
C. Tarella, P. Omedè, P. Bondesan, M. Gilestro, 
A. Risso, M. Rizzetto, A. Marzano, A. Smedile  
Turin  

 
 

 

 
 
 
N. 8  Hepatic mitochondria obtained from 6-OHDA-

lesioned parkinsonian rats exhibit decreased 
energy capacity and membrane potential 

 M. Vairetti, A. Ferrigno, V. Rizzo, G. Ambrosi,              
A. Bianchi, P. Richelmi, F. Blandini, M.T. 
Armentero Pavia  

 
N. 9  Minimal hepatic encephalopathy (MHE): 

simplified diagnosis and relationship with the 
development of overt hepatic encephalopathy 
(OHE) 

 C. Pasquale, L. Ridola, I. Pentassuglio,                         
S. Nardelli, M. Trezza, C. Marzano, C. Merkel, 
O. Riggio - Rome, Padua 

 
N. 10 Kupffer cells reduce liver immunopathology 
 G. Sitia, M. Iannacone, L.G. Guidotti - Milan 
 
N. 11 Hepatic vein transit time (HVTT) of II 

generation ultrasound contrast agent (USCA): 
new tool in assessment of portal hypertension. 
Preliminary results 

 L. Siciliani, A.R. Sorbo, L. Riccardi, M. Pompili, 
G.L. Rapaccini - Rome 

 
N. 12  Relationship between small intestinal bacterial 

overgrowth and intestinal permeability in 
cirrhosis 

 E. Scarpellini, A. Cazzato, M. Gabrielli,                    
M.E. Ainora, G. Gasbarrini, V. Valenza,                       
A. Gasbarrini - Rome 

 
N. 13 Predictors of outcome in cirrhotics admitted to 

intensive care unit (ICU); survivors exhibited 
significant rise of serum sodium levels and a 
fall in lactate levels at 48 hours 

 M. Garcovich, V. Vemala, A. Davenport,                
E. Dionigi, S. Shaw, B. Agarwal,                         
A.K. Burroughs - London (UK), Rome  

 
N. 14 Collagen proportionate area in assessing the 

amount of fibrosis in chronic liver disease: 
does high resolution compared to conventional 
image capturing and analysis alters its results? 

 L. Andreana, G. Isgro, M. Garcovich, A. Hall,               
F. Grillo, A.P. Dhillon, A.K. Burroughs, T.V. Luong 
London (UK) 

 
N. 15  Unawareness of HBV infection in hospitalized 

patients in Southern  Italy 
 A.M. Ippolito, G.A. Niro, R. Fontana, G. Lotti,                  

D. Gioffreda, R. Valvano, A. Iacobellis,                          
L. Di Mauro, A. Andriulli - San Giovanni Rotondo  

 
 
 



 

N. 16 Acute B hepatitis after transfusion of red blood 
cells from a donor with occult hepatitis b virus 
infection   

 M. Spreafico, B. Foglieni, L. Raffaele, I. Guarnori,  
A. Berzuini, M. Andreoletti, A. Colli, D. Prati  
Lecco 

 
N. 17  Differential effects of pegylated interferon 

alpha therapy on innate and adaptive immune 
responses in chronic Hepatitis B 

 L. Micco, D. Peppa, E. Loggi, C. Cursaro, F. Bihl, 
M. Bernardi, P. Andreone, M.K. Maini - Bologna, 
London (UK), Geneva (Swizerland) 

 
N. 18  The HBV-specific T cell function can be 

reconstitute in chronic HBV infection: 
implications for immune therapies 

 D. Laccabue, C. Boni, A. Zerbini, D. Tola,                   
A. Penna, T. Giuberti, V. Precone, G.B. Gaeta,     
M. Viganò, P. Lampertico, G. Missale,                         
C. Ferrari - Parma, Naples, Milan 

 
N. 19 Dynamic contrast enhanced ultrasound in 

monitoring HCC patients treated with 
sorafenib: preliminary results 

 M.A. Zocco, A. Lupascu, L. Riccardi,                           
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and uptake affects the outcome of human liver 
transplantation 

 S. Ginanni Corradini, M. Siciliano, A. Cantafora,  
I. Blotta, C. Pirazzi, L. Parlati, A. Molinaro,             
M. Giusto, G. Mennini, F. Pugliese, M. Merli,                
A.F. Attili, P.B. Berloco, M. Rossi - Rome 

 
N. 48 Influence of donor-recipient variables on short 

term patient survival following liver 
transplantation (LT) 

 M. Gambato, M. Senzolo, T. De Feo, F.P. Russo, 
G. Germani, E. De Martin, A.Vitale, U. Cillo,               
P. Burra - Padua, Milan 

 
N. 49 A modified child-turcotte-pugh (CTP) for 

selection of candidates to liver transplantation 
(LT) with low model for end-stage liver 
disease score (MELD) 

 S. Gitto, M. Biselli, A. Gramenzi, R. Di Donato,             
L. Brodosi, G. Vitale, S. Lorenzini, M. Ravaioli,  
G.L. Grazi, A.D. Pinna, M. Bernardi,                             
P. Andreone - Bologna 

 
 
 



 

3rd A.I.S.F. POST-MEETING COURSE  
“Reading Radiological Images in Liver Diseases” 
“Lettura delle immagini radiologiche per l'epatologo” 
Auditorium, Centro Congressi Frentani - Via dei Frentani, 4 

Rome, February 27th, 2010 
 

Course Directors: F. Piscaglia, Bologna and P. Toniutto, Udine 
 
 

Saturday, February 27th   
  
08.30-08.45 Registration of Participants 
 
08.45-09.00  Course Presentation  
  F. Piscaglia & P. Toniutto 
  

Session I 
TC, RM of the liver 

Chairpersons: C. Catalano, Rome - F. Piscaglia, Bologna  
 

09.00-09.25  TC: equipment, acquisition modalities and 
contrast patterns of focal liver lesions  

 C. Zuiani, Udine 
                   
09.25-09.50  MRI: equipment, acquisition modalities, 

contrast agents and diagnostic patterns 
of focal liver lesions 

 G. Brancatelli, Palermo 
 
09.50-10.40  Case presentations and Discussion  
 
10.40-11.00 Break 
 

Session II 
Angiography of the liver and bile tract 

Chairpersons: V. Cantisani, Rome - P. Toniutto, Udine 
 
11.00-11.25  Angiography and TACE. Diagnostic 

patterns of vascular and neoplastic 
disease and how to read films of 
treatment procedures 

 E. Giampalma, Bologna 
 
11.25-11.45 ERCP – M. Mutignani, Rome 
 
11.45-12.05  PTC – A. Doriguzzi Breatta, Turin 
 
12.05-12.25  Cholangio MRI – R. Manfredi, Verona 
 
12.25-12.55  Case presentations and Discussion 
 
12.55  Closure of the Course 
 
 
 


